{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CI-IAr. II.]      THE ESTATES   OF  KONIGSBERG.                   51}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 government should go hand in hand and together guard the country against Russian encroachment.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 It so happened that the province of East Prussia was particularly well suited to become the subject of an experiment of this kind, and no one knew this better than Stein, under whose notice the affairs of the East Prussian Estates had come in 1808. The ancient Assemblies of Estates had fallen more or less into disuse in all the provinces of Prussia as the absolute monarchy had established itself. In this particular province the Assembly had originally consisted of deputies of three Estates. The first Estate had been composed of the Lords (the four Oberhauptleute and the eight Landrathe), the second of Representatives of the Knightly Proprietors with Deputies of the Colmers and the Free Per\-sons (two classes of proprietors peculiar to this pro\-vince), the third of Representatives of the Towns. In the whole reign of Frederick the Great this Assembly only met once, and that was for the ceremony of homage after his accession. But at the beginning of the next reign the representatives showed, by presenting an elaborate plan for the reform of the institution, that they preserved more than was the case in other provinces the remem\-brance of their former importance. Two years after they received, as it were, a fresh lease of life by the introduction into the province of the Silesian system, above mentioned, of Mortgage Societies. These so\-cieties seem to have been regarded in the provinces which had no Estates as an equivalent for them, and where Assemblies of Estates existed, they were adapted in some way, which I can nowhere find}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 4\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 2}\par }